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ward side of the great bay had no defences.    Morgan's
men therefore rowed some distance up a neighbouring
river in boats and canoes.    Morgan had left just enough
sailors in his nine ships to bring them round the next
day to the harbour of Porto Bello.    Landing from the
riverside the privateers marched inland to the landward
gates of the city, being guided by one of their companions
who had formerly been a prisoner of the Spaniards.   This
man,  with  a  few  others  of the  party,   managed  very
cleverly to pounce on the sentry, and prevented him from
giving any warning with his musket or voice,  gagging
him,   tying  his  hands,   and  bringing  him  to   Captain
Morgan, who, by means of threats, obtained much infor-
mation from him about the disposition  of the Spanish
forces,   and   carried  the  man  away  as  a  hostage and
a guide.   Thus  they surrounded  one of the city forts
and demanded its surrender, with terrible threats.    The
officer and men in this fort, though they yielded, were
nevertheless cut to pieces by the ruthless pirates, "so as
to strike a terror into the rest of the city".    In the case of
another fort, the soldiers were pushed, as prisoners, into
one room, where they were fastened up.    The fort and the
imprisoned Spaniards were then blown up with captured
barrels of gunpowder.    Before the dismay created by this
episode could be dissipated, the pirates were in the city,
which apparently offered no further resistance.    Morgan
detailed a party of his men to raid the monasteries and
convents, and remove from them as many religious men
and women as they could find.     The governor of the
town, not being able to get any assistance from its citizens,
retired with his soldiers into one of the few uncaptured
forts, and thence directed an artillery fire on the pirate
bands; but these, undaunted, aimed their musketry fire